www.stmarysimsbury.org
MASSES:
Monday - Saturday: 8:00 AM
Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening): 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month (during the 11:00
am Mass) and third Sunday of the month by appointment.
Required Baptism Preparation Program, please call the
Parish Office.

WEDDINGS: Couples please call for appointments at
least six months in advance.

SICK CALLS: Please notify the Parish Office if someone in your
family is hospitalized and would like a visit. Under HIPAA
Regulations, hospitals are not allowed to notify us.

VISITORS: Thank you for worshipping with us. If you would

PASTOR

like to join our parish, please give us a call or email us at
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Reverend Frank J. Matera

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Reverend Ramon Garcia

DEACON
Mr. Arthur Miller

DIRECTORY
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street, PO Box 575
860-658-7627 Fax: 860-658-7626
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30-4:00 PM
Friday: 8:30- 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: x301
Rev. Ramon Garcia: x305
Deacon Arthur Miller: x113
Parish Office: x306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Business Manager: x303
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org
Bookkeeper: x307
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org
Religious Education Grades 1-6: x304
RelED1-6@StMarySimsbury.org
Religious Education Grades 7-10: x302
RelEd7-10@stmarysimsbury.org
Youth Ministry: x302
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Stephen Ministry: x114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School: ( 860) 658-9412

ST. MARY’S PARISH, SIMSBURY

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
8:00 AM

5:00 PM

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

NOVEMBER 28
Joseph Amico
In Loving Memory
By: Richard & Joanne Leitao
Arthur J. O’Grady
(Father of Maureen Vaughn)
In Loving Memory
By: The Bourdon Family
NOVEMBER 29
People of St. Mary’s Parish
John J. Bruno
Birthday Remembrance
The Parents of Norma & Robert
Gallagher
By: Norma Gallagher

Monday
8:00 AM

NOVEMBER 30
Frank Barcelo
By: His Family

Tuesday
8:00 AM

DECEMBER 1
John Bucchiere
In Memory
By: Paul & June Krippner

Wednesday
8:00 AM

DECEMBER 2
Bob Hirnyk
Birthday Remembrance
By: His Wife

Thursday
8:00 AM

DECEMBER 3
Richard Krippner
19th Anniversary
By: Paul & June Krippner

Friday
8:00 AM

DECEMBER 4
Margaret Farrell
By: Charles & Linda Mullane

Saturday
5:00 PM

DECEMBER 5
People of St. Mary’s Parish

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

DECEMBER 6
Eugene S. Fusi
Trent Weber
1st Anniversary
By: His Loving Family
Elaine Montano
4th Anniversary
With Love and Remembrance
By: Mom, Dad and Family

11:00 AM

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank You: At last Sunday's Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service there was a full house! Thank you to all who
attended. Special thanks is due to our Music Director,
Gena Sullivan, for coordinating the several choirs and
musicians who made this such an inspiring service, and
to the members of our Social Committee who provided
us with such wonderful refreshments after the service.
Advent Evening Prayer: Begin Advent with a calming
prayer time in the church this Tuesday, December 2, at
7:00 PM. This simple service consists of music,
scripture and quiet - a calm in the midst of the rush.
Advent Wreaths & Candles: Kits to make Advent
Wreaths are available for purchase this weekend
(November 28th & November 29th) at the exits of the
church. The lighting of the Advent Wreath in your
home is an excellent way to celebrate Advent and
prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas.
Christmas Youth Choir: The Christmas Youth Choir
will rehearse on three Thursdays, December 3rd,
December 10th, and December 17th from 5:00 PM 5:45 PM inside the church. All children old enough to
learn the words to traditional Christmas carols are
invited to participate. The choir sings prior to the 6:00
PM Mass on Christmas Eve starting at 5:30 PM. Please
see Music Director Gena Sullivan after Mass if you
have any questions.
Wine & Cheese Social: You are invited to stop in the
Parish Center before dinner and have some appetizers
along with a glass of wine or juice on next Saturday,
December 5 after the 5:00 PM Vigil Mass. Hosted by
our Social Committee.
Prayer Partner Cards Due: Thank you to all
who have been praying for your special second grader
as he/she prepares to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. Please send your card
to St. Mary's Church, P.O. 575, Simsbury, with the
name of the child you were praying for on the
envelope. Please send cards by December 1st.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Join us on Monday,
December 7 at 6:00 PM in the Lower Church. Are you
interested in knitting or crocheting? Beginners to
experts are welcome. We gather once a month to make
shawls for parishioners to give others for comfort
during times of illness or other occasions. For
information, call Rhoda Obermeier (860) 651-4027.

Advent 2015
Christ Will Come Again (1)
This weekend is the First Sunday of Advent and the beginning of a new liturgical year. Although
we do not sing the Gloria during this season, Advent is not a penitential season in the way Lent is. Rather,
it is a time of quiet waiting and reflection as we anticipate the coming of the Lord in the mystery of
Christmas and at the end of the ages. Thus Advent has a double focus. First, it draws our attention to the
return of Christ at the end of the ages when he will come to judge the living and the dead and gather the
elect into his kingdom. Second, Advent draws our attention to the coming of Christ in the mystery of
Christmas—that moment when we celebrate the mystery of the Word made flesh, which is the mystery of
the Incarnation.
As you listen to the readings during Advent you will note there is an important progression. During the first week of Advent, our focus is on the coming of Christ at the end of the ages. During the second and third weeks, our attention turns to John the Baptist who announces the coming of the longawaited Messiah. In the fourth week, the Church turns our attention to the Virgin Mary who quietly and
prayerfully waits for the birth of her child. Thus the readings of Advent move from the coming of Christ
at the end of the ages to his first coming in history as they prepare us for the coming of Christ in Christmas mystery.
The opening prayer of today’s Mass is especially rich. It reads: “Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.” This prayer captures the
central meaning of this season. We are to “go forth to meet Christ,” having lived our life in Christ.
Christ is always coming to us, and so we must “go forth” to meet him. Christ is ever ready to welcome us into the kingdom of God, but we must “go forth” to meet him. This is why the church prays for
the “resolve” to go forth and meet her Lord.
In today’s first reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, the Prophet says the days are coming when God will fulfill the promises he made to Israel: God will raise up a descendant from the royal
line of the great king David, who will do what is right and just. For us who believe in Christ, Jesus is the
fulfillment of this promise. He is the long-awaited Messiah for whom the people of Israel hoped. He is the
savior of his people Israel and of the world. He is our savior.
In today’s second reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, the great apostle prays that
our love will increase so that we may be blameless in holiness when the Lord returns at the end of the ages. On that day Christ will gather his elect into God’s kingdom. If we hope to be gathered into the kingdom on that day, we must be blameless in holiness. This is why the Apostle prays that our love will increase and abound.
Finally, in today’s gospel Jesus speaks about his return at the end of the ages as the glorious Son of
Man. When and how that day will occur, we do not know. But when it comes, people will be filled with
fear and anticipation of what will happen: fear of judgment and anticipation of salvation. Since that day
will come suddenly and unexpectedly, we must be vigilant at all times so that we will be able stand in the
presence of the Lord.
Advent is a time of hope and anticipation. During this season we hope for and anticipate the salvation the Lord will bring at Christmas and at the end of the ages. During this busy and frenetic period, take
time to reflect upon what is truly important—the salvation God gives us in Jesus Christ, both now and in
the future.
Father Matera

November 29, 2015
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
There are no Religious Education classes this week due to
the holiday weekend. Classes resume on Sunday, December
6th.
Grade 2: This Monday, November 30th at 4:00 PM our 2nd
graders who are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation will meet Father Matera in the church for a tour
of the Reconciliation room.
Second Grade Reconciliation Services: There will be two
Reconciliation Services on December 5th in the Church.
**The 9:00 AM Service will be for families with last
names beginning with A through K. **
**The 11:00 AM service will be for families with last
names beginning with L through Z. **
If you have any questions please contact Judy Eagen.
Youth Mass: Our next Mass will take place on December
13 at 5:00 PM. Please mark January 31, February 21, March
13, April 24, and May 15 on your calendars. All middle and
high school students are encouraged to attend with family
and friends! Small groups will meet afterwards at 6:00 PM
at Saint Mary’s School as usual.
Tenth Grade Catechists: Catechists! We will meet in the
Parish Center on Sunday, December 6 from 5:00-5:45 PM
to review details pertaining to the Sacrament of Confirmation. Confirmation Prep small groups meet afterwards from
6:00-7:30 PM.
High School Confirmation Prep: On Sunday, December 6
is our next session. Tenth grade will cover lesson 10 “Why
do I tell my sins to a priest?” and ninth grade will cover lesson 19 highlighting the Blessed Mother.

YOUTH MINISTRY
December calendar: This is an overview of the upcoming
meetings which will all take place on Sunday nights from
7:45 PM to 9:00 PM. On December 6, there will be dodgeball, sandwich making, and Adoration. December 13 is an
Advent movie night. On December 20, we will have a
Christmas party and Adoration.
Youth Worship Band: We are seeking talented vocalists
and musicians! Come learn contemporary Christian music
to lead worship at 5:00 Sunday night youth Masses and Adoration during IGNITE meetings. Practices take place in the
Lower Church on Saturdays from 6:00-7:00 PM. Contact
Kathleen Keating, our Youth Minister youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org if you are interested.
Turkey Trot Thank You: Over 3,000 turkeys were collected for FoodShare on November 18 exceeding the goal
of 2015. This drive was started by our beloved parishioner,
Mr. Jack Bannan. The coordinators were grateful that our
high school students, catechists, and parents helped to unload the last three trucks at the end of the night. Great work
everyone!

Jubilee Year of Mercy: The Archdiocese of Hartford will
inaugurate the Jubilee Year of Mercy, proclaimed by Pope
Francis, on Sunday, December 13th, 2015 at 3:00 PM at the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph, 140 Farmington Ave., Hartford.
The Jubilee Year will begin with the opening of the Holy
Door at the Cathedral. This special liturgy will include a procession through the door, Evening Prayer, and Exposition and
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. On this Gaudete Sunday, the Archdiocese of Hartford will prayerfully rejoice as
our local Church strives to become more “Merciful like the
Father” by practicing spiritual and corporal works of mercy in
our local parishes and Archdiocese throughout this Jubilee
Year of Mercy. Visit archdioceseofhartford.org for more information.

ADULT ENRICHMENT
St. Mary’s Annual Retreat: Our annual retreat weekends are
scheduled for February 26-28 at our Lady of Calvary and
March 18-20 at the Holy Family. Look for more information
about the themes and registration at stmarysimsbury.org and
click on Faith Formation.
Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment Program: Please join
us before or after the 9:30 AM Mass for coffee baked goods,
and a time to talk with friends.
Book Study: Join us as we continue to study "The Joy of the
Gospel" on this Thursday, December 3 at 9:30 AM - 11:00
AM.

OTHER
Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols: Trinity Episcopal
Church, Tariffville, will host its annual celebration of Lessons
and Carols on Sunday, December 6, at 4:30 PM.

RCIA
On Sunday, December 6 at the 11:00 AM Mass, the Rite of
Acceptance and Welcoming of Catechumens and Candidates
will be celebrated. During this Rite Saint Mary will welcome
those who are making their intent to respond to God’s call to
follow the way of Christ by receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation. The Saint Mary’s community welcomes: Lisa Candelario, Richard Candelario, Paul
Dunahoo, Cynthia Goguen, Robert Newton, Kristina O’Connoll, and William Sigmund. Please join us in the celebration
of this Rite and keep the Catechumens and Candidates in your
prayers as they continue in their journey to reception into full
communion of the Catholic Church.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
Lessons and Carols: This is a beautiful annual tradition that
we invite you to join us in song, meditation and prayer as the
nativity story is retold through our students on Monday, December 14 at 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM

