www.stmarysimsbury.org
MASSES:
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM
Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening): 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month (during the 11:00
am Mass) and third Sunday of the month by appointment.
Required Baptism Preparation Program, please call the
Parish Office.

WEDDINGS: Couples please call for appointments at
least six months in advance.

SICK CALLS: Please notify the Parish Office if someone in your
family is hospitalized and would like a visit. Under HIPAA
Regulations, hospitals are not allowed to notify us.

VISITORS: Thank you for worshipping with us. If you would
like to join our parish, please give us a call or email us at
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

PASTOR
Reverend Frank J. Matera
DIRECTORY
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street, PO Box 575
860-658-7627 Fax: 860-658-7626

DEACON
Mr. Arthur Miller

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30-4:00 PM
Friday: 8:30- 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: x301
Deacon Arthur Miller: x113
Parish Office: x306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Business Manager: x303
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org
Bookkeeper: x307
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org
Religious Education Grades 1-6: x304
RelED1-6@StMarySimsbury.org
Religious Education Grades 7-10: x302
RelEd7-10@stmarysimsbury.org
Youth Ministry: x302
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Stephen Ministry: x114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School: ( 860) 658-9412

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
5:00 PM

JANUARY 23
Steven Arnold
In Memory of.
By: His Mother

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

JANUARY 24
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Cecilia Giorgio
4th Anniversary
By: The Giorgio Family
Rosemarie Voorvaart
In Loving Memory
By: The Hanley Family

11:00 AM

Monday
8:00 AM
5:00 PM

JANUARY 25
Carol
By: A Friend
Youth Mass

Tuesday
8:00 AM

JANUARY 26
Laurie Harrington
By: A Friend

Wednesday
8:00 AM

JANUARY 27
Tom
By: A Friend

Thursday
8:00 AM

JANUARY 28
Fr. Garcia
By: A Friend

Saturday
5:00 PM

JANUARY 30
Heath Fitzsimmons
In Loving Memory
By: His Wife, Sofie Fitzsimmons

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

JANUARY 31
Eunice Kelly
2nd Anniversary
By: Ann & Carl Sturges
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Eunice Kelly
2nd Anniversary
By: Her Loving Family

AAA: Thank you for your continued generosity to the
2015 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal: Living the Joy of
the Gospel. In 2015, our archdiocese set an all-time
record by raising over $10,573,357 from 43,963 devoted individuals and families. This is $250,000 more
than last year! In this great Jubilee Year of Mercy,
let’s continue to utilize the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal as a way to open the doors of the Church to one
another and our neighbors.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Second Collection: This Sunday your investment in our
Catholic High Schools will enable us to reach our 2016
goal of $250,000. We greatly value your support in
providing the most rewarding secondary school
experience for the next generation of young adults.
Thank you for supporting our Catholic High Schools.
Nominations: The Saint Mary’s School Board
Nominating Committee has started the process of
identifying potential school board members for next
year. Potential candidates may self-nominate or be
nominated by someone else. There is no requirement for
board members to have children at Saint Mary’s School.
The needs we will be looking to address for the
upcoming term include individuals with a financial or
CPA background skills or individuals with skills
focused on marketing, project management and strategic
planning. Potential candidates must believe and support
Catholic education and be willing to serve a three year
term. If you are interested in being considered to serve
on the School Board, contact Claude Howard
at claudeoh@gmail.com. Include in your e-mail
information about your Parish, Occupation, If you have
or had students at Saint Mary’s School and your specific
talents available to the board.
Station of the Cross: Instrumentalists are needed to
play for Stations of the Cross on Fridays during Lent at
7:00pm. The dates available are 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/4,
and 3/25. Only one hymn is needed for the service,
#488 - At the Cross Her Station Keeping. Please contact
Gena Sullivan at the church office or speak to her after
Mass if you would like to play for Stations.
Rosary: The rosary is recited each Saturday at 8:00
AM in the Church. All are welcome to join us.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Join us on the first Monday
evening of each month. Beginners to experts welcome.
We are able to supply yarn if you would like to make a
shawl for the ministry. Our next meeting is Monday,
February 1st at 7:00 PM in the Lower Church. For
information, call Rhoda (860) 651-4027.
The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford:
You are eligible for a $1,000 scholarship if you are a
Catholic, a high school senior residing in Hartford
County, and planning to attend a four-year college in
the Fall of 2013. You will be judged on the basis of
financial need, scholarship, character, leadership, and
achievement.
http://www.catholicgraduatesct.org/applscholarship.htm

Catholic Schools Week & St. Mary’s School
This week we celebrate the gift of Catholic Education. With parishes throughout the Archdiocese and
the country, we remember the extraordinary contribution that Catholic education has made to our society, and
to the Church. On the one hand, the ministry of Catholic Education has provided a service to many children
who might otherwise be deprived of a first rate education. On the other hand, it has provided the Church in the
United Sates with a nucleus of educated and committed Catholics.
I am a product of both public and parochial education. I attended Lincoln Elementary School in New
Britain for grades K—6 (no pre-school in those days!), St. Maurice Junior High for grades 7—9 (no middle
school in those days), and St. Thomas Aquinas High School for grades 10—12. As I look back, I am grateful
for the public and parochial education I received.
In the public school we had excellent teachers, and we began every day by reciting the Lord’s Prayer. It
was a different time and a different era. I entered St. Maurice Junior High in 1954 because Monsignor Murphy
had just opened the school. Tuition was $10! He then opened, St. Thomas Aquinas High School shortly after
and I entered Aquinas in 1957. The Tuition was much more expensive—$75!
I received an excellent education in all these schools, and while in public school, I was fortunate to be
part of a good religious education program. The religious instruction I received at St. Maurice and St. Thomas,
however, molded and shaped my life.
We are fortunate to have one of the premiere Catholic schools in the Archdiocese that serves children
from pre-k to grade 8. We are also fortunate to have the opportunity to send our children to Northwest Catholic, another strong and vibrant school.
A strong Catholic School is a blessing to a parish, and a vibrant parish is a blessing to its School.
School and Parish live in a symbiotic relationship, each strengthening and supporting the other. For the past
three years, I have had the opportunity to observe and participate in the life of St. Mary’s School, and three
things have struck me.
First, St. Mary’s maintains the highest possible academic standards. How could it be otherwise? We are
located in an area where the public schools are excellent, and so we must be excellent, and we are. Second, St.
Mary’s provides students with a rich formation in the Catholic faith. We instruct our students in every aspect
of their Catholic faith. In doing so, we provide them with a sure moral compass for the future. Third, St.
Mary’s provides students and parents with a vibrant and nurturing community in which to grow intellectually,
spiritually, emotionally, artistically, and physically. I give thanks during this Catholic Schools Week for the
blessing that St. Mary’s School is to our parish.
If you would like to know more about St. Mary’s, or if you are interested in enrolling a student at St.
Mary’s please contact the School Office (860 658 9412). Our teachers and staff will be pleased to help you in
any way they can.

Better yes, come to our Open House this Wednesday evening, January 27th, 6:30 PM.
Father Matera
St. Mary’s Mission Statement:
We are a faith-filled community centered in Christ that gathers in our Father’s love to celebrate in Word and
Sacrament. We seek to grow in that love, to be guided by the Holy Spirit and to share an atmosphere of warmth
and hospitality with all.

January 24, 2016
ADULT ENRICHMENT
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grade Level Mass: Grades 1-3 will be featured at the
9:30 Mass next Sunday, January 31st .
2nd Grade St. Mary’s School and Religious Education Parents: Fr. Matera will discuss the Sacrament of
the Eucharist. This talk will be held on Tuesday, January 26th at 7:00 PM in the Lower Church. We ask that
at least one parent of each child attend this session.

Lenten Series: Father Matera will give a four week series on the Book of Exodus, entitled The God Who Frees
and Redeems Us: Reading the Book of Exodus Today, on
the following Thursdays of Lent: February 18, 25, and
March 3, 10.

Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment Program: Parents
of 2nd grade are invited to join students during their religious education classes today in the Parish Center. You
Middle School Religious Ed: Information regarding
service opportunities and expectations can be found on will be helping the children with a service project and
demonstrating your love by helping others. You don’t
our parish website under the Faith Formation tab on
the Service Hours page. In addition, documents such as need anything but yourself--come on over!
Next Week: A discussion on Feeding the Hungry and
our service log and volunteer form are ready to be
what you can do to help.
downloaded. Sign up for service within our program
through SignUpGenius.
High School Confirmation Prep: Tenth grade students who were baptized or received their First Holy
Communion at another parish should bring copies of
these certificates to small group on January 31. Please
review the due dates on the second page of our Confirmation Prep packet.

RETREATS
St. Mary’s Annual Retreat: Our annual retreat weekends are scheduled for February 26-28 at our Lady of
Calvary and March 18-20 at the Holy Family. Look for
more information about the themes and registration at
www.stmarysimsbury.org and click on Faith Formation.

Confirmation: The Archdiocese of Hartford notified
us that the Sacrament of Confirmation will be adminisST. MARY’S SCHOOL
tered at our parish on Thursday, April 28 and Friday,
April 29 by Archbishop Blair and Bishop Macaluso.
Open House: Come explore the advantages of a CathoVisit the Confirmation page on our parish website for
lic education! Join us on Wednesday, January 27th at
further information.
6:30 PM in the Parish Center for our Open House. To
YOUTH MINISTRY
RSVP or for further information please contact Toni
Chagnon at tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
Parents and High School Students: Registration is
under way for the Steubenville East high school youth Art Show and Wine Tasting: Enjoy an evening out in
support of Saint Mary's School at our first annual Art
conference. Come learn about this fun and powerful
Show and Wine Tasting at the Hillstead Museum on
event for 8th through 12th graders. Our next information meeting is Sunday, Jan 24 from 7:00-7:30 p.m. Friday, January 29 from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM- Free adin the lower church. The conference will run from July mission and museum tours
15-17, but registration will not be open much longer!
Send a Valentine to a Serviceperson: Big Y has
Vacation Bible School: Thinking about summer when partnered with the USO to sponsor a Valentines program
you see snow? We are! Mark your calendars to join us for our service men and women here and overseas. Go to
www.bigy.com/global/miscPDFs/80thValentineTemplate_11x8
on a four day journey to Egypt in June! You won't
to download the template that must be used for this
want to miss the live music, crafts, or outdoor games.
Valentine - no other type of card or paper may be used.
Stay tuned for more information!
Bring your completed valentine to the school office and
Collection: During our meetings in January, we are
we will take care of delivering all the valentines created
collecting diapers (newborn-toddler) and baby wipes
to the Big Y store in Avon. The deadline for completed
for Saint Gerard’s Center for Life in Hartford. The
valentines is Monday, February 1. Thank you for supcenter supports mothers throughout their pregnancies
porting our Fifth Grade Class!
and after the birth of the babies. Please bring these
items to IGNITE meetings. Thank you!

