Simsbury, Connecticut 06070

Directory
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street
(860) 658-7627
www.stmarysimsbury.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 4:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113
Parish Office: Ext. 306
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Business Manager: William Heiden Ext. 303
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Masses:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Bookkeeper: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Religious Education Grades 1-6: Judy Eagen
Ext. 304 RelED1-6@stmarysimsbury.org
Religious Education Grades 7-10
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff x114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School:
Principal: Margaret Williamson
(860) 658-9412
946 Hopmeadow Street
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org

Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office
if someone in your family is hospitalized and
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations,
hospitals are not allowed to notify us.
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the
Parish Office for further information.
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at
least 6 months in advance.
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call
(860) 658-7627 or email us at
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
ice@stmarysimsbury.org

Hymns for 5:00 PM, 8:00 & 11:00 AM
#735 - Blest Are They
#230 - Gloria
#728 - Eye Has Not Seen
Storrington Mass #233, 234, 237, 238
#984 - America the Beautiful

Mass Intentions
Saturday
5:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Monday
8:00 AM
Tuesday
8:00 AM

Wednesday
8:00 AM

Thursday
8:00 AM
Saturday
5:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

November 5
Anna Forcucci
In Loving Memory
By: Her Family
November 6
Dorothy Anastasio
By: Her Family
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Joanne H. Matt
In Remembrance
By: George R. Matt &
Sons, Brandon & Darren
November 7
Raymond Bonczek
In Loving Memory
By: Julia & Family
November 8
Arthur Burk
Father of Joanne Russell
In Loving Memory
By: St. Mary’s Church
November 9
Frank Barcelo
In Loving Memory
By: His Family
November 10
Angelo & Virgilio
In Loving Memory
By: Their Family
November 12
Estelle Mulak
In Loving Memory
By: Friends
November 13
M. Doreen Meischeid
In Loving Memory
By: Theresa & Lenny Senofonte
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Rose & Nicholas Champa
Anniversary Remembrance
By: Their Children

Parish Announcements
Supporting our Military Services: This weekend there
is a second collection for the Archdiocese for Military
Services. The Archdiocese for Military Services serves
the spiritual needs of our troops and their chaplains in
this country and abroad. This is a new collection that is
being taken up every other year.
Our New Flag: The flag in front of the church has been
replaced thanks to a gift by Ron and Dorothy Miller.
This flag is raised in honor of all veterans, living and
deceased, especially those who gave their lives in the
service of our country. We also remember Dorothy’s
father, John F. Kondzielaski, Captain, US Army, WWII
and a Purple Heart recipient.
Weekly Offertory: Last week’s offertory was
$13,139.25. Of this amount, $3,717.75 came from 106
E-Givers, and $9,421.50 came from envelopes and cash.
Please consider E-Giving. To meet our project budget,
our weekly offertory should average $14,900.
Confessions: Confessions will be heard on this
Monday, November 7, from 6:00-7:00 PM.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Interested in knitting or
crocheting? Join us on Monday, November 7 at 7:00
PM in the Lower Church. Beginners to experts are
welcome!
Parish Council: The Parish Council will meet in the
Lower Church on Wednesday, November 9 at 7:00 PM.
Governor’s House: Come and join Father Matera this
Tuesday November 8th at 2:00 to celebrate Mass with
the residents at Governor’s House. Everyone is invited!
You do not need to know anyone to attend, come and
meet some new friends. Children, Teens, Adults and
Families are welcome. We will be meeting on the steps
outside at 1:50 PM. This is election day, so most kids
are off school. We will be practicing the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy as we pray for the elderly and
our country. Any questions or concerns, please contact
Sandy Everett at (860) 214-6557. Confirmation service
hours will be given to any teens who attend.
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take to
Mercy Shelter in Hartford this Sunday, November 6th.
All items can be dropped off in the lower church before
3:00 PM. Thanks for all the donations!
Would You Like to Become a Catholic: It is not to late to
join our RCIA Program. Call the Parish Office or Father
Matera for more information.

Seven Sacraments

Our Encounter with Christ
Reconciliation and Anointing: Sacraments of Healing
For the past several weeks I have been writing about three sacraments that we call the
“Sacraments of Initiation.” They are called the Sacraments of Initiation because they initiate us into
the great mystery of the Christian faith: the Mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection. These three
sacraments are Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. This week, I am writing about two sacraments
we call “Sacraments of Healing.” They are the Sacrament of Reconciliation, which is also called Penance or Confession, and the Sacrament of Anointing, formerly called Last Rites.
Throughout our lives, there are moments we need to be healed, be it from spiritual or physical
ailments. For example, there are moments we need to be reconciled to each other because we have
broken the bond of friendship between ourselves and someone else. There are moments we need to be
reconciled with God because we have broken our baptismal promises to live in and for Christ. And
there are moments we need to be healed mentally or physically or strengthened when we are facing a
serious illness. Within the community of the Church, it is the Sacraments of Reconciliation and
Anointing that respond to these profound physical and spiritual needs.
When we sin in a serious way (moral sin) we disrupt our covenant relationship with God in a
deadly way that needs to be repaired. When we sin in a less serious way (venial sin) we weaken our
covenant relationship with God. All sin, be it mortal or venial, is a manifestation of “disordered love.”
We love our will more than God’s will. We seek our selfish desires thinking they will bring us happiness rather than what is good. We love the creature more than the Creator. At such moments we need
to be reconciled to God; we need to be forgiven. But try as we might, we cannot forgive ourselves: we
must be forgiven by someone. We must be forgiven by Christ. This is why the Sacrament of Reconciliation is important. It is that moment when we encounter Christ and Christ does for us what we cannot
do for ourselves. Christ forgives our sins, no matter how serious they are. We are reconciled to God
and to each other because Christ reconciles us to God.
There are other moments when we need spiritual and physical healing. We find ourselves suffering from a serious illness that may or may not be terminal. We are at an advance age, weakened
and near death. At such moments we have a profound need for the healing of our body and mind. It is
at such moment that we can receive the Anointing of the Sick. This anointing is not a substitute for
professional medical assistance. Rather, through the Sacrament of Anointing the entire church prays
for the sick assuring them they are not alone. The entire church beseeches God to restore them to
health.
This Sacrament was formerly called “Last Rites” because it was administered when someone
was about to die or had just died. Today, we still have prayers of commendation for those who are
about to die. But the Sacrament of the Sick plays a different role. Through it the entire church prays
for and comforts the sick. This sacrament can be received often, and it should be received when we
are seriously ill.
Next week I will consider two sacraments that define our vocations within the Body of Christ
the Sacrament of Matrimony and the Sacrament of Holy Order.
Father Matera
Book of the Deceased:
During the month of November, we will place our Book of the Deceased in the
front of the church. Please enter the names of your beloved dead in the book, and
we will remember them at Mass during the month of November.

November 6, 2016

Frassati on Tap: Come enjoy a cold pint and great
discussion at Stony Creek Brewery in Branford from
Grade Level Mass: On Sunday, November 13 grades 1- 6:00-8:00 PM! There will be a guest speaker. In October, 100 young adults came to hear Archbishop Blair
3 will be featured at the 9:30 Mass.
speak! Please join us on Sunday, November 20 and
nd
nd
Prayer Partners for 2 Graders: Our 2 Graders from find us on Facebook @frassatinewhaven.
the Religious Education Program and St. Mary’s School
are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation Outreach: Last week an e-mail blast went out to famthis December. Once again we are asking parishioners to ilies with college-aged young adults. If you did not
receive the e-mail and would like your son or daughpray for our 2nd graders during this time of preparation.
ter to receive our quarterly newsletter, please send
There are envelopes at each exit of the Church with the
nd
their current e-mail address and street address or PO
name of a 2 grader and instructions inside the enveBox to our Youth Minister, Kathleen Keating, at
lope. As it nears the date of their First Reconciliation
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
please send them a card or note letting them know you
have been praying for them. This is a wonderful opportunity to show these children that we support them as
Adult Enrichment
they prepare for the sacrament. Any questions please
contact Judy Eagen (860) 658-5919.
Adult Enrichment: Please join us in the Parish CenYouth Mass: Our next 5:00 PM Youth Mass will be cel- ter after the 9:30 AM Mass where Pastor Chris Dion
ebrated on November 20. As always, all parishioners are will present The Essence of Lutheranism.
Next Week: A follow-up discussion of the
welcome!
Essence of Lutheranism, Judaism, and Catholicism—
Middle School Program: Tonight we are hosting the
10:40 AM.
Sisters of Charity during our session from 6:00-7:30
PM! If you would like to contribute to our collection of
Bible Study with Deacon Art: Join us in the Parish
tuna and cereal for their food pantry, tonight is the last
Center on Wednesday, November 16 at 7:00 PM.
chance. High school Confirmation candidates are invited We will start at 6:45 for prayers for healing and
to attend this middle school session.
special intentions. Lectio Divina will meet in the
portable classrooms from 6:00 - 6:45 PM prior to
Bible Study with Deacon Art.
Youth Ministry

Religious Education

SAVE THE DATE: Mark your calendars! IGNITE
Youth Ministry will bring the nativity story to life at
Night in Bethlehem in the Parish Center after the Vigil
Mass on Saturday, December 3. Please plan to join us
for this is a parish-wide celebration for Season of Advent!
The Best Guests: Tonight IGNITE will be making desserts for Mercy Shelter with the Sisters of Charity from
Baltic. We’ll meet in the Parish Center from 7:30-8:45
PM.
Outing: On Saturday, November 12, IGNITE is taking a
road trip to Meriden to help the Franciscan Sisters of the
Eucharist prepare for their Christmas fundraiser. Adults
are welcome to volunteer too! To sign up, visit our parish website and click Faith Formation Religious Ed Service Info.

Young Adults
Crossroads for Christ: Young adults, age 21-39, join
us at 7:00 PM in Bishop's Hall at the Cathedral of Saint
Joseph for Adoration, food, and fellowship! Our next
meetings are on Saturdays, November 12, 19, and 26.

St. Mary’s School
Veterans' Day Observance: Please join us on Friday,
November 11, our children will be observing Veterans' Day with a special program after morning prayer.
We would like to invite families and any veterans to
our program that day. Please contact the school office
if you plan to join us. Military uniforms are welcome
and would be appreciated by our students. We hope to
see you then!
Alumni News: Our congratulations to Tim Nolan,
SMS Class of '14, on his induction into the National
Honor Society. Tim is a junior at Granby High
School.
Are you a SMS Alumni? We Want You! In preparation for our 60th Anniversary Gala in April 2017 we
are creating a timeline of the last 60 years and would
love any memorabilia, yearbooks, photos, etc. to help
us with our research. Please feel free to stop by the
school office or contact Toni Chagnon (860) 6589412 or email tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
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