Directory
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street
(860) 658-7627
www.stmarysimsbury.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113
Parish Office: Ext. 306
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Parish Connection Project: William Heiden
Ext. 303 businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org
Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org

Masses:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Operations & Facilities: Jay Reynolds
jay.reynolds@stmarysimsbury.org

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Religious Education Grades 1-6: Lori Oleasz
Ext. 304 DRELori@stmarysimsbury.org

Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if
someone in your family is hospitalized and
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations,
hospitals are not allowed to notify us.

Religious Education Grades 7-10
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School:
Principal Margaret Williamson
(860) 658-9412

Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the
Parish Office for further information.
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at
least 6 months in advance.
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call
(860) 658-7627 or email us at
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Intentions
Saturday
5:00 PM

September 30
Neil Kunychy
1st Anniversary Remembrance
By: The Family

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

October 1
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Martin Deane
Lucia & Justin Maccarone
By: Their Loving Children

Monday
8:00 AM

October 2
Mary E. Lane
In Loving Memory
By: Marilou O’Hara

Tuesday
8:00 AM
9:00 AM

October 3
No Mass
St. Mary’s School Mass

Wednesday
8:00 AM

October 4
Frank Albergo
Birthday Remembrance
By: The Duff Family

Thursday
8:00 AM

October 5
Robert Roden
2nd Anniversary
By: His Family

Saturday
5:00 PM

October 7
Donata & Alvery Doucette
In Loving Memory
By: The Family

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

October 8
Robert Roden
Birthday Remembrance
By: His Family
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Frank Albergo
(Father of Patrick Albergo)
In Loving Memory
By: Patrick & Diane Albergo

Parish Announcements
Weekly Offertory: We thank you for your generous
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would not
be able to carry out our many ministries. Last week’s
offertory was $14,799.25. Of this amount, $4,118.25
came from 105 E-Givers, and $10,681.00 came from
envelopes and cash. Please consider E-Giving. To meet
our projected budget, our weekly offertory should
average $14,900.
Our Second Collection for Catholic Elementary Schools
total was $3,829.00.
Office Reorganization: We have done some
reorganization of our Office Staff. Joanne Dunn is our
Finance Manager. Jay Reynolds is in charge of
Operations and Facilities. Dennis Duff is assisting with
administrative matters, and Bill Heiden is devoting his
time to the St. Mary's Parish Connection Project.
RCIA Begins Today: The RCIA, the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults, begins this weekend in the Lower
Church, immediately after the 9:30 AM Mass. If you
wish to become Catholic or know someone who does,
please attend this week's session.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Are you
experiencing a serious illness, or are you about to
undergo surgery? Please ask Father Matera for the
Church’s Sacrament of the Sick. He will administer the
Sacrament after the 8:00 AM Mass, Monday through
Thursday, for those who request it.
St. Mary’s Women’s Guild: All women of St. Mary’s
are invited to join us in the church on the 1st Friday of
the month at 8:30 AM to pray the rosary. Please take a
half hour and join us this Friday for fellowship and
prayer. Email womensGuild@stmarysimsbury.org for
question.

Facilitator Training for Parish Bereavement
Programs: We need help with our grief ministry. Will
you consider being trained? There is a training workshop
for potential facilitators of our Parish Bereavement
Program to prepare them to aid others to work through
their grief. At the end of the training, participants will
Deceased: Please pray for Charles Kozlak and Michael have the capacity to facilitate grief ministry within our
Laureno. May they rest in the peace of Christ.
parish setting. There are three times offered for the
training. Please phone the office to register.
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take
to Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be dropped What Do Our Church Ministries Offer? Plenty!
off in the Lower Church before 3:00 PM on Sunday,
After all Mass this weekend, our church ministries will
October 1. Thanks for all the donations!
be on display to highlight what they offer and how you
can become involved. Did you know we have over 20
House of Bread: On October 8th, there will be a collection at all Masses for personal items for the House of ministries at St. Mary’s? Come visit and find out how
Bread and other Hartford shelters. Thank you for your you can offer your time and talents.
donations! Contact: Lrippel@aol.com or (860 658
6438) for any questions.

Faith on Fire
The First Step
A Commitment to Personal and Communal Renewal
With this column, I am beginning a series entitled “Faith on Fire.” The purpose of this series is to
suggest ways we can inaugurate the process of growing in faith so that our faith will be on fire with and devotion for Jesus Christ. I hope you will take time to read these columns in the months ahead and reflect on
them.
How do we begin the process of stirring the flame of faith into a consuming fire that transforms the
whole of our life? We begin with a commitment to personal and communal renewal. The key word here is
“commitment.” We must commit ourselves to personal and communal renewal. Without a commitment to
being renewed nothing will change; nothing will be transformed.
Why do we need to be committed to renewal? We need to be committed to renewal because once we
allow the Spirit of God to renew us the Spirit of God will change us. Such change can be daunting, even
frightening. And so we must commit ourselves to what the Spirit of God wants to do with us and our parish,
even if we find it difficult.
Consider what might change in your own life, what has to change, if the Spirit of God renews you so
that your faith is on fire with love and devotion for Christ. Renewal will mean deep and profound changes in
your life, changes you may resist and struggle against. It will require a change in the way you live and interact with others and the world about you.
Consider what might happen to Saint Mary’s Parish if we allow the Spirit of God to renew us. We
will be a very different community, a community with new priorities whose fire is on fire for the gospel. Are
your ready for that? Are you committed to that?
Renewal is God’s work, and when we begin the process of renewal we never know where God will
lead us or what God will require of us. That is why we must be committed to personal and communal renewal. We must decide in advance that we will allow the Spirit of living God to change and transform us as God
wills, not as we will.
Here is something practical you can do this week. (1) Set aside time for prayer and ask for the grace
of renewal. Ask God to bring a deep conversion in your life so that your faith will be on fire. (2) Ask yourself what has to change in your life and the life of Saint Mary’s Parish so that your faith and the faith of Saint
Mary’s will be on fire. (3) Chose one thing to change and work on it. For example, pray more intensely.
Read the Gospels. If you do this, you will begin the process of renewal that the Spirit of God will bring about
you in your life.
Father Matera

October 1, 2017
Religious Education

St. Mary’s School

Grade Level Masses to Begin this Weekend: Grades 1
-3 will be featured at the 9:30AM Mass this Sunday. Our
third grade students begin their studies of the Rosary in
class today. A basket of Rosary beads and cases will be
blessed by Father Matera for the students and presented
to each child by their Catechist. A glorious way to start
this special month of Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary!

October is Open House Month! Take a Tour! Walk in
Wednesdays will be every Wednesday from 9:00 AM
to 11:00 AM in October. Please stop by the main office
and see St. Mary's School in action!

Prayer Shawl

Are you interested in knitting or crocheting? We
No Religious Education: No class for Grades 1-6 on
come together typically the first Monday of the month
October 8th due to the long Columbus Holiday weekend. to make shawls which can then be given by parishioners to those in need of comfort. The second Monday of
Middle School Religious Ed: Small groups are in sesSeptember is an exception. Beginners to experts are
sion tonight (Sunday, October 1) from 6:00-7:30 PM.
welcome. We will meet in the Lower Church from 7 –
To find our calendar, visit the parish website and click
8:30 PM on the following Mondays in 2017, October 2,
Faith Formation, Religious Education, and Middle
November 6, December 4. Thankful for generous donaSchool Program.
tions from the parish community, we are able to supply
yarn if you would like to make a shawl for the Ministry.
Columbus Day Weekend: Traveling? Use the Mass
If you cannot attend meetings: contact Rhoda at (860
Times for Travel app! Confirmation candidates can
651 4027.)
count Mass on vacation as service in the category of
Faith Formation because they are taking time to grow in
their faith. After Mass, they should take a selfie in front
Virtual Tour
of the church!
If you would like to take a "virtual tour" of our Saint
Mary's Campus Connection Project, go to the St.
Youth Ministry
Mary's Parish Website: www.stmarysimsbury.org. At
Disaster Relief: If you are traveling, please plan to col- the top of the page you will find an icon "Saint Mary's
Campus Connection." Click the icon and it will give
lect the travel-sized toiletries provided by your hotel.
Our collection will support the disaster recovery services you a four minute virtual tour, inside and outside of
what will be.
provided by Catholic Charities.
Breaking News: During the month of October, we will
be filming our broadcast. To get involved in planning,
send us a DM on Instagram @igniteyouthministry831.
We want you on our production team!

Other

Northwest Catholic High School: Northwest Catholic
High School invites you to attend one of our Regional
Information Sessions in Avon, Windsor, and Rocky
Hill. These informal gatherings provide a valuable inAdult Enrichment
troduction to NWC academic and extra curricular offerThe Mass: Understanding How We Worship: Father ings. You will have the opportunity to hear from adMatera’s series on the Mass begins this Tuesday, Octo- ministrators, current parents and current students. Come
ber 3, at 7:00 PM, in the Lower Church. This series con- learn why Northwest Catholic is the school where you
siders (1) The Introductory Rites of the Mass, (2) The
know you belong. To register for an information sesLiturgy of the Word, (3) The Offertory, (4) The Eucha- sion please go to www.northwestcatholic/infosessions.
ristic Prayer, (5) The Communion Rite (6) The Conclud40 Days for Life Adoration: St. Therese Church Reing Rites.
spect Life Ministry invites St. Mary parishioners to a
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: The 2017-2018
day of Adoration on Monday, October 2 from 9:00 AM
dates for Bible Study with Deacon Art Miller are Octo- - 9:00 PM in their parish center chapel as part of the
ber 11 & 25; November 8 & 29; December 13. 2018Hartford Archdiocese participation in the 40 Days For
January 3 & 24; February 7 & 21; March 21; April
Life campaign of Prayer, Fasting, and Peaceful Vigil
18; May 2 & 16; June 6. All classes are scheduled in the for an end to abortion and rebuilding of a culture of life.
Parish Center beginning at 7:00 PM. Prior to Bible Study To sign up for a specific time, call Jo at (860 653join us at 6:10 PM for Lectio Divina and/or 6:45 PM for 4135.)
Prayers for Healing and Special Intentions.

