Directory
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street
(860) 658-7627
www.stmarysimsbury.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113
Parish Office: Ext. 306
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Parish Connection Project: William Heiden
Ext. 303 businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org
Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Masses:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Operations & Facilities: Jay Reynolds
jay.reynolds@stmarysimsbury.org

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Religious Education Grades 1-6: Lori Oleasz
Ext. 304 DRELori@stmarysimsbury.org

Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if
someone in your family is hospitalized and
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations,
hospitals are not allowed to notify us.

Religious Education Grades 7-10
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School:
Principal Margaret Williamson
(860) 658-9412

Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the
Parish Office for further information.
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at
least 6 months in advance.
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call
(860) 658-7627 or email us at
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Intentions
Saturday
2:00 PM
5:00 PM

October 28
Wedding-Schank & Schaefer
Zoe & Fred Manocchi
In Loving Memory
By: Joyce & Greg DeFranesco

Sunday
8:00 AM

October 29
Michael J. Dlubac
In Loving Memory
By: His Family
People of St. Mary’s Parish
William A. Smyth
In Loving Memory
By: John & Kathleen Miklus

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Monday
8:00 AM

Tuesday
8:00 AM

October 30
Joanne Healy
Living Intention
By: Carol & Jackie
October 31
Nancy Richards
4th Anniversary
By: The Elliot Family

Wednesday
8:00 AM
12:15 PM
6:00 PM

All Saints
People of St. Mary’s Parish
St. Mary’s School
People of St. Mary’s Parish

Thursday
8:00 AM
7:00 PM

All Souls Day
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Memorial Mass

Saturday
5:00 PM

November 4
Anna Forcucci
In Loving Memory
By: Her Family

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

November 5
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Mary Murphy
(Mother of Annemarie Brimmer)
By: Rhoda & Lou Obermeier
Joseph Matera

11:00 AM

Wedding: Congratulations to Mark Freeman and
Brooke Lamothe who were married at St. Mary’s last
week.
Deceased: Please pray for Mary Marecki. May she rest
in the peace of Christ.

Parish Announcements
Weekly Offertory: We thank you for your generous
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would not
be able to carry out our many ministries. Last week’s
offertory was $11,839.25. Of this amount, $3,205.25
came from 95 E-Givers, and $8,634.00 came from
envelopes and cash. Please consider E-Giving.
To meet our projected budget, our weekly offertory
should average $14,900. The World Mission Second
collection was $4,752.
Amy Ekeh: The Woman’s Guild will sponsor a talk by
Amy Ekeh on Sunday, November 5th, at 10:40, after
the 9:00 AM Mass. Amy is a popular speaker who has
been to Saint Mary’s several times. Her talk is entitled
“Choosing Faith in Challenging Times.”
Anniversary Blessing: If you are celebrating a wedding
anniversary during the months of September, October
or November, please join us at the 5:00 PM Mass on
Saturday, November 4th. All anniversaries are important,
be it the first or the fiftieth. Join us so we can bless your
marriage and you can renew your marriage vows. A wine
and cheese social open to everyone in the congregation
will follow in the Parish Center.
All Saint Days: Wednesday of this week, November 1,
is the Feast of All Saints, a Holy Day of Obligation and
an opportunity to grow in God's grace and love. This is a
beautiful day when we remember all God's saints and our
call to holiness in Jesus Christ. Masses will be celebrated
at 8:00 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:00 PM.
All Souls Day: Thursday of this week, November 2, is
the Feast of All Souls Day, a day we remember and pray
for all the faithful departed. Masses will be celebrated at
8:00 AM and 7:00 PM. If you have lost a loved one
during the past year, join us for the Memorial Mass at
7:00 PM.
Simsbury Interfaith Thanksgiving Service: This year’s
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be held at the
Farmington Valley Synagogue, 55 Bushy Hill Road,
Sunday, November 20th, at 6:00 PM. This interfaith
gathering is a wonderful way for us to join other people
of faith in our community in giving thanks to God for all
His blessings. Join Father Matera and other Simsbury
Clergy at this ecumenical gathering of Thanksgiving.
Mass Attendance: Last weekend we were required by
the Archdiocese to count the number of people attending
Mass. Mass attendance was 1,017.

Grant Writing Experience: Do you have experience in
Father Matera's Book: You can purchase a copy of Fr.
writing grants? Please contact Fr. Matera.
Matera's book, The Spirituality of Saint Paul at the Parish Office for $15.00.

Faith on Fire
The Fifth Step
Commitment to a Liturgical Piety
So far, I have spoken of four steps that can help our faith grow into a faith that is on fire for Jesus
Christ: Commitment to renewal, commitment to prayer, commitment to communal worship, and commitment to a sacramental life. Today I am writing about the fifth step that can help us grow in faith: commitment
to a liturgical piety.
A liturgical piety is a piety that is deeply grounded in the liturgy we celebrate each week and throughout the liturgical year. It is a piety that is nourished by the mystery of the liturgical year and the mystery of
the Mass. Let me give you some concrete examples of what I mean.
First, and most importantly, a liturgical piety is a Eucharistic piety; it revolves around the gift of the
Eucharist that we receive at Mass. There is nothing more important in our Catholic life than the reception of
Holy Communion. When we receive the Eucharist, Christ is present to us; we are in Christ; and we are united in one Body, the Body of Christ.
Can you imagine living your life without the Eucharist? What if someone said that you may never
receive Holy Communion. That would upset and disturb you, and rightly so. For the Eucharist is food for the
journey, the moment when we are most intimately united with Christ. But this moment doesn’t end at Mass.
It stays and sustains us throughout the week because the Eucharist is the source of our holiness and piety.
Second, a liturgical piety is nourished by the Church’s liturgical each. Each season of the year emphasizes and highlights some aspect of our spiritual life. Advent strengthens our hope as we wait for the coming of the Lord in the mystery of Christmas and at the end of the ages. Christmas roots us in the mystery of
the Word made Flesh. It teaches us that God is “God-for-us” in Jesus Christ. Lent calls us to a deep conversion and renewal. Easter teaches us the Paschal Mystery, the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection. Ordinary Time provide as with lessons from the life and teaching of Jesus, week after week, as we hear the
Gospel proclaimed.
All of us have a piety, which we express in different ways. Each of us has certain prayers and practices we love and cherish, and that is good. The deepest source of our piety, however, is Jesus Christ who gives
himself to us in the Eucharist and throughout the liturgical year.
Do you want to grow in piety? Do you want to become holy? Do you want a faith that is on fire for
the Lord? If you do, pay more attention to the liturgy. Grow in a liturgical piety grounded in the Eucharist
and the Church’s liturgical year.
Father Matera

St. Mary’s Parish Mission
Sat-Wed, March 3-7
~Save the Date~

October 29, 2017
Adult Enrichment

St. Mary’s School

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: Bible Study classes
with Deacon Art Miller on November 8. All classes are
scheduled in the Parish Center beginning at 7:00 PM.
Prior to Bible Study join us at 6:10 PM for Lectio Divina
and/or 6:45 PM for Prayers for Healing and Special Intentions.

Puerto Vallarta Fundraiser: Come support St. Mary's
Eighth Grade class on Thursday November 2, from
11:00 AM to 10:30 PM, with great food and great company! A percentage of sales dine in or take out will be
donated by Puerto Vallarta to benefit St. Mary's 8th
grade! Puerto Vallarta is located on 51 W Avon Road
Avon, CT 06001.

Outreach

Take a Tour: Our last Walk in Wednesday Open
House is November 1st. Please stop in and see our
Meal for Immacare: The next meal will be this Monclassrooms and students in action. Now accepting apday, October 30th. Donations needed: pork chops or
plications for Prekindergarten thru 8th Grade for the
chicken (call Tracey for recipe), bananas/apples, milk,
loaves of white bread/or cookies /brownies. Approx. 75 2018-19 school year. Can't make it on Wednesday?
men will be served. Please deliver to: 71 Hayes Rd, Tar- Call and schedule a personal tour (860 658 9412)!
iffville or arrangements can be made for pick up.
You are welcome to bring donations earlier than the day
Other
we are serving. Donations need to be received by 5:30
PM the evening we are serving. If you have any quesSt. Mary Star of the Sea: Rick Daddario, music directions/concerns, please email Roderickllc@gmail.com, or tor for the parish of St. Mary Star of the Sea, Unioncall Tracey at (860 218 5478) (you are welcome to text). ville, will present a piano concert at the church on SunThank you for your generosity and support!
day, November 2th at 2:00 PM. Admission is FREE,
with a free-will offering accepted by those wishing to
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take
give to Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
to Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be dropped
(JDRF), Greater Ct, Western MA Chapter. The houroff in the Lower Church before 3:00 PM on Sunlong event will feature a medley of standard favorites
day, November 5, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
as well as themes from Broadway and film. Refreshments will be provided in the church's gathering
space following the performance. Plan to attend with
First Friday Rosary
family and friends.
Join the Women's Guild on Friday, November 3, 8:30
St. Patrick Church: Farmington will host its 13th anAM as we recite the rosary together. We meet in the
church at 8:30 AM on the first Friday of each month so nual International Bazaar on Saturday, November 18th
from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM in the church hall, and after
mark your calendar and join us!
all of the masses on Sunday, November. 20th. A light
lunch will be offered on Saturday. We will be featuring
Governor’s House Mass
Fair Trade coffee, olive oil, metal work, ceramics, ornaments, and clothing from Uganda, Catholic Relief SerFather Matera will celebrate Mass Tuesday November
vices, Haiti, Peru, Guatemala and more! The Bazaar
7th at 3:00 PM at the Governors House on Firetown
offers us an opportunity to more fully integrate our
Road. If you have had a flu shot, join us as we support
principles with our purchasing patterns. By purchasing
and pray for our friends residing at Governor’s
fairly traded foods and handcrafts we are making a conHouse. Confirmation service hours will be given to any scious choice. For more information you can contact,
youth who attend. Because of the flu season, all visiMary Ann Hubert ~ majhubert7@gmail.com.
tors are required to have the flu vaccine to attend,
please bring proof of vaccine to the Mass. Thank you
for your understanding. If you have any questions or
concerns, contact Sandy at (860 214
6557) or severett@cox.net.

