Directory
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street
(860) 658-7627
www.stmarysimsbury.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113
Parish Office: Ext. 306
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Parish Connection Project: William Heiden
Ext. 303 businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org
Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Masses:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Operations & Facilities: Jay Reynolds
jay.reynolds@stmarysimsbury.org

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Religious Education Grades 1-6: Lori Oleasz
Ext. 304 DRELori@stmarysimsbury.org

Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if
someone in your family is hospitalized and
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations,
hospitals are not allowed to notify us.

Religious Education Grades 7-10
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School:
Principal Margaret Williamson
(860) 658-9412

Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the
Parish Office for further information.
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at
least 6 months in advance.
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call
(860) 658-7627 or email us at
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Intentions
Saturday
5:00 PM

November 4
Anna Forcucci
In Loving Memory
By: Her Family

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

November 5
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Mary Murphy
(Mother of Annemarie Brimmer)
By: Rhoda & Lou Obermeier
Joseph Matera

Monday
8:00 AM

November 6
Margaret Shea & Family

Tuesday
8:00 AM

November 7
Martin Dexheimer
In Loving Memory
By: Tuesday Bible Study Group

Wednesday
8:00 AM

November 8
Muriel Englisby
In Loving Memory
By: Her Family

Thursday
8:00 AM

November 9
Pat Moore

Saturday
5:00 PM

November 11
Ryan Duff

Sunday
8:00 AM

November 12
Estelle Mulak
In Loving Memory
By: Her Friends
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Frank Albergo
In Loving Memory
By: Joan & Sal Prisinzano

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Parish Announcements
Weekly Offertory: We thank you for your generous
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would not
be able to carry out our many ministries. Last week’s
offertory was $13,070. Of this amount, $4,633 came
from 112 E-Givers, and $8,437 came from envelopes and
cash. Please consider E-Giving. To meet our projected
budget, our weekly offertory should average $14,900.
Amy Ekeh: The Woman’s Guild will sponsor a talk by
Amy Ekeh this Sunday, November 5th, at 10:40, after
the 9:00 AM Mass. Amy is a popular speaker who has
been to Saint Mary’s several times. Her talk is entitled
“Choosing Faith in Challenging Times.”
Anniversary Blessing: If you are celebrating a wedding
anniversary during the months of September, October
or November, please join us at the 5:00 PM Mass on
Saturday, November 4th. All anniversaries are important,
be it the first or the fiftieth. Join us so we can bless your
marriage and you can renew your marriage vows. A wine
and cheese social open to everyone in the congregation
will follow in the Parish Center.
Governor’s House Mass: Father Matera will celebrate
Mass this Tuesday, November 7th at 3:00 PM at the
Governors House on Firetown Road. If you have had a
flu shot, join us as we support and pray for our friends
residing at Governor’s House. Confirmation service
hours will be given to any youth who attend. Because of
the flu season, all visitors are required to have the flu
vaccine to attend, please bring proof of vaccine to the
Mass. Thank you for your understanding. If you have
any questions or concerns, contact Sandy at (860 214
6557) or severett@cox.net.
Parish Council: The Parish Council will meet this
Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Lower Church.
Father Matera's Book: You can purchase a copy of Fr.
Matera's book, The Spirituality of Saint Paul at the
Parish Office for $15.00.

St. Mary's Parish Mission: March 3--7 there will be a
Parish Mission led by an outside group of missioners
who will assist us in deepening our life in Christ as
individuals and as a community. On Saturday morning,
Baptism: We welcome Allegra Christian who was bap- March 7, there will be a Ministry Appreciation Day for
tized into Christ last week.
all who are engaged in ministry in our parish. On
Sunday, March 4, the missioners will preach at all
Deceased: Please pray for Mary Hughs and Carol Rog- Masses and there will be a Family Song Fest at 7:00 PM.
ers. May they rest in the peace of Christ.
Then on Monday through Wednesday, March 5--7 there
will be evening conferences from 7:00--8:30 PM for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confessions will be
entire Parish. Please set these dates aside now.
heard this Monday, the first Monday of the Month, from
6:00 to 7:00 PM.
Wedding: Congratulations Brendan Schaefer and Cynthia Schank who were married at St. Mary’s last week.

Faith on Fire
The Sixth Step
Commitment to Parish Community
During the past five weeks I have written about several ways we can strengthen our faith so that it
will be on fire with love and devotion for Christ, I have suggested that we must be committed (1) to personal
and communal renewal, (2) to prayer and reflection, (3) to community worship, (4) to a sacramental way of
life, and (5) to a liturgical piety. Today, I add a sixth step in the process of personal and parish renewal: We
must be committed to our Parish Community.
The need to be committed to our parish community means we must be committed to the community
of people with whom we worship and pray each week, even if we do not know each of them by name; for we
share a common life in Christ. All of us have been baptized into Christ; all of us profess the same faith; all of
us receive the same Eucharist. And so we are united to each other in Christ with a bond of unity that makes
us one in Christ. Our task is to make our unity in Christ visible to the world.
According to our census, we have a rather large parish, but people have different levels of commitment to St. Mary’s. At the center and core of the parish are those parishioners who are deeply committed to
St. Mary’s. They attend Mass weekly and are involved in one or more ministries. St. Mary’s helps them to
live their life in Christ.
There are other parishioners who are committed to St. Mary’s. They faithfully attend Mass and do
their best to live a Catholic way of life. But for whatever reason, they are not involved in parish ministry or
outreach. They are faithful, but they are not as involved in the life of the parish as is the first group.
A third group might be described as active members of St. Mary. They attend Mass somewhat regularly, but not always. Their involvement in the parish is from time to time. They are on the way to commitment to the parish, but they are not quite there.
A fourth group consists of those who are on the margins. They identify themselves as members of St.
Mary’s, and indeed they are. But they only worship with us from time to time, Christmas and Easter, and
other holidays. Catholicism is a part of their lives but it has not taken hold of their lives.
A fifth group is in danger of falling away. They still self-identify as Catholic, but their participation
in parish life and worship is minimal. They are here when circumstances such as baptisms, communions,
confirmations, marriages, and death require their presence. Otherwise they are absent.
Nothing in gained by judging others. Everything is gained by encouraging and supporting each other,
especially those who are weak in faith. What is your commitment to Christ and our Parish? Is it time to move
from circle to another?
Father Matera

Our Parish Mission Will Be Held March 3—7
Save the Date!

November 5, 2017
Religious Education

St. Mary’s School

Veteran's Day: St. Mary's School will be open on Friday, November 10th, Veteran's Day. We are honored to
observe this important day with family members who
Save the Date! On Saturday, December 2nd, a very spe- are also veterans. Please contact the school office for
cial gathering is planned for our littlest parishioners and more information (860 658 9412)
their parents. A Nativity Story Puppet Show will be offered including a sing-a-long, craft and snack. More de- Senior Luncheon: Thanksgiving Senior Luncheon will
be held on Wednesday, November 15th at 11:30 AM in
tails to come. We hope you will join us!
the Parish Center. This beloved tradition will be led our
8th grade students along with parent volunteers. We
Adult Enrichment
welcome all seniors to join us for a delicious turkey
lunch!
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: Bible Study classes
Turkey Drive
with Deacon Art Miller on November 8. All classes are
scheduled in the Parish Center beginning at 7:00 PM.
Prior to Bible Study join us at 6:10 PM for Lectio Divina The Jack Bannan Memorial Turkey Drive will be held
and/or 6:45 PM for Prayers for Healing and Special In- on Wednesday, November 15 from 8:00 AM to 8:00
PM. All of the local stores are participating and the retentions.
frigerated truck will be located at Henry James Middle
School. Volunteers are needed! Please contact Bob
Outreach
Gauthier (860 658 2071) or bob.gauthier@comcast.net
Jack Bannan was a parishioner of St. Mary’s and he
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take
started this Turkey Drive 25 years ago. It is the largest
to Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be dropped
food drive that helps FoodShare feed families in our
off in the Lower Church before 3:00 PM this Sunlocal area.
day, November 5, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Grade Level Mass: Grades 4-6 will be featured at the
9:30AM Mass this weekend. All are welcome!

Adoration of the Eucharist
Eucharistic Adoration is held every Wednesday, 8:00
AM to 6:00 PM at St. Timothy Church, West Hartford.

Simsbury Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service
This year’s Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
will be held at the Farmington Valley Synagogue, 55 Bushy Hill Road, Sunday, November 20th, at 6:00 PM. This interfaith gathering
is a wonderful way for us to join other people
of faith in our community in giving thanks to
God for all His blessings. Join Father Matera
and other Simsbury Clergy at this ecumenical
gathering of Thanksgiving.

Other
St. Patrick Church: Farmington will host its 13th annual International Bazaar on Saturday, November 18th
from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM in the church hall, and after
all of the masses on Sunday, November. 20th. A light
lunch will be offered on Saturday. We will be featuring
Fair Trade coffee, olive oil, metal work, ceramics, ornaments, and clothing from Uganda, Catholic Relief Services, Haiti, Peru, Guatemala and more! The Bazaar
offers us an opportunity to more fully integrate our
principles with our purchasing patterns. By purchasing
fairly traded foods and handcrafts we are making a conscious choice. For more information you can contact,
Mary Ann Hubert ~ majhubert7@gmail.com.

