Directory
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street
(860) 658-7627
www.stmarysimsbury.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113
Parish Office: Ext. 306
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org
Parish Connection Project: William Heiden
Ext. 303 businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org
Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Masses:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Operations & Facilities: Jay Reynolds
jay.reynolds@stmarysimsbury.org

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Religious Education Grades 1-6: Lori Oleasz
Ext. 304 DRELori@stmarysimsbury.org

Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if
someone in your family is hospitalized and
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations,
hospitals are not allowed to notify us.

Religious Education Grades 7-10
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org
St. Mary’s School:
Principal Margaret Williamson
(860) 658-9412

Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the
Parish Office for further information.
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at
least 6 months in advance.
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call
(860) 658-7627 or email us at
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Mass Intentions
Saturday
5:00 PM

November 11
Ryan Duff

Sunday
8:00 AM

November 12
Estelle Mulak
In Loving Memory
By: Her Friends
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Frank Albergo
In Loving Memory
By: Joan & Sal Prisinzano

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Monday
8:00 AM

November 13
President Trump

Tuesday
8:00 AM

November 14
Martin Dexteimer

Wednesday
8:00 AM

November 15
Thomas K. Kelly
By: Paul & June Krippner

Thursday
8:00 AM

November 16
Thomas K. Kelly
By: Paul & June Krippner

Saturday
5:00 PM

November 18
James Carabillo
By: His Family

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

November 19
People of St. Mary’s Parish
Margitta Dahlberg
In Loving Memory
By: The Wilfinger Family
Frank Albergo
In Loving Memory
By: Friends & Staff at
CT Eye Center

Parish Announcements
Weekly Offertory: We thank you for your generous
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we
would not be able to carry out our many ministries.
Last week’s offertory was $13,256.75. Of this
amount, $4,142.75 came from 110 E-Givers, and
$9,114.00 came from envelopes and cash. Please
consider E-Giving. To meet our projected budget,
our weekly offertory should average $14,900. All
Saint’s Day total was $1,957.00.
Campaign for Human Development: The second
collection next weekend, November 18-19 is for The
Campaign for Human Development. Archbishop
Blair writes that “more than 46 million people in our
country are living in poverty.” He goes on to note:
“The Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) is
an anti-poverty effort on the part of our Church to
help people find hope and a better life . Your
contribution to the Campaign for Human
Development collection will make a difference.”
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Are
you experiencing a serious illness, or are you about
to undergo surgery? Please ask Father Matera for the
Church’s Sacrament of the Sick. He will administer
the Sacrament after the 8:00 AM Mass, Monday
through Thursday, for those who request it.
Book of the Deceased: You may enter the names of
your beloved departed in our Book of the Deceased
on the right side of the sanctuary and we will pray
for them at Mass during the month of November.
Save the Date! On Saturday, December 2nd, our
children and teens will bring the Nativity story to
life following the 5:00PM Vigil Mass. Let’s gather
in the church on this blessed evening for a Night in
Bethlehem to mark the beginning of the Season of
Advent. All are welcome!

St. Mary's Parish Mission: March 3--7 there will
be a Parish Mission led by an outside group of
missioners who will assist us in deepening our life in
Christ as individuals and as a community. On
Saturday morning, March 3, there will be a Ministry
Appreciation Day for all who are engaged in
Homebound: Are you or someone homebound and
ministry in our parish. On Sunday, March 4, the
unable to receive the sacraments? Call the Parish
missioners will preach at all Masses and there will
Office (860 658 7627).
be a Family Song Fest at 7:00 PM. Then on Monday
New to Simsbury? Call the Parish Office to regis- through Wednesday, March 5--7 there will be
evening conferences from 7:00--8:30 PM for the
ter (860 658 7627) so we can better serve you.
entire Parish. Please set these dates aside now.

Faith on Fire
The Seventh Step
Commitment to Social Justice
During the past six weeks I have suggested several ways we can strengthen our faith so that it will be
on fire with love and devotion for Christ. I have said we must be committed (1) to being renewed in Christ,
(2) to prayer, (3) to communal worship, (4) to a sacramental way of life, (5) to a liturgical piety, and (6) to
our Parish Community. Today, I add a seventh step: We must be committed to Social Justice.
Faith has a deeply personal dimension. It is I who believe. Nobody else can believe for me. I must
take the risk of believing and entrusting myself to Christ. But faith is not merely a personal venture. It also
involves a communal and social dimension. I believe within the context of a community of believers. I believe with others. I believe, but I believe with a community of faith that says we believe.
The communal dimension of faith reminds us that we have obligations to others within and outside of
our community. Those who believe are not merely concerned about themselves; they are also concerned
about others. Consequently, faith has a social dimension. It is concerned about the wider community of faith
and the wider society in which we live. Authentic faith means commitment to social justice.
A commitment to social justice has always been important to the community of faith, and it is no less
important today. Consider some of the issues we face today.
First, despite the affluence in which we live, there are people around us and beyond who live in poverty. They do not have basic needs. They do not have their “daily bread.”
Second, we live in a divided society in which racism continues to raise its ugly head. People are discriminated against because of their race or nationality. African Americans continued to be discriminated
against simply because of the color of their skin.
Third, we live in a society in which violence, especially gun violence, causes us to live in fear, even
when we live in a privileged area such as the Farmington Valley. All violence is contrary to the Gospel of
Peace and Reconciliation that God brings in Jesus Christ.
Fourth, sexual abuse against children and the harassment of women continue to plague us. Sexuality
is viewed as a means of power and self-gratification rather than the gift of God reserved for marriage.
Finally, we live a society in which many immigrants live in fear. How ironic this is since all of us
come from immigrant stock.
There are other items that could be added to this list. But I have raised these to highlight the relationship between faith in Jesus Christ and the real world in which we live. Authentic faith is on fire with charity
for the poor and the disposed. Faith that is on fire fights with all its strength again racism, violence, sexual
abuse and harassment. Faith that is on fire is committed to social justice in the Church in in the society in
which we live.
Father Matera
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Religious Education

St. Mary’s School

Veteran's Day: St. Mary's School will be open on
Friday, November 10th, Veteran's Day. We are
honored to observe this important day with family
members who are also veterans. Please contact the
Don’t Miss It! On the morning of Saturday, Decem- school office for more information (860 658 9412)
ber 2nd, a Nativity Story Puppet Show will be ofSenior Luncheon: Thanksgiving Senior Luncheon
fered for our littlest parishioners along with their
parents/grandparents in our Parish Center. The event will be held on Wednesday, November 15th at
11:30 AM in the Parish Center. This beloved tradiis most appropriate for Preschool age to Grade 1
children however older siblings would enjoy this as tion will be led our 8th grade students along with
well and are welcome to attend. This special gather- parent volunteers. We welcome all seniors to join
us for a delicious turkey lunch!
ing will include a sing-a-long, craft and snack. We
hope you will join us! More details will follow in
next weekend’s bulletin.
Other
Grade Level Mass: Grades 1-3 will be featured at
the 9:30AM Mass on November 19th. All are welcome!

Youth Program: Confirmation Prep small groups
are in session tonight (November 12). Our next Middle School Religious Ed session will take place on
Sunday, November 19. We are off on November 26
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Turkey Drive: The Jack Bannan Memorial Turkey
Drive will be held on Wednesday, November 15
from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM. All of the local stores
are participating and the refrigerated truck will be
located at Henry James Middle School. Volunteers
are needed! Please contact Bob Gauthier (860 658
2071) or bob.gauthier@comcast.net Jack Bannan
Youth Ministry
was a parishioner of St. Mary’s and he started this
Turkey Tradition: The twenty-fifth annual Turkey Turkey Drive 25 years ago. It is the largest food
Trot, started by our beloved parishioner, Mr. Jack
drive that helps FoodShare feed families in our loBannan will run on Wednesday. Every year our
cal area.
teens and parents help unload frozen turkeys for
FoodShare at HJMS. To sign up for a shift, visit our St. Ann: The Divine Mercy Holy Hour will be celparish website and click Faith Formation, Religious ebrated at St. Ann in Avon on Sunday, November
19th from 2:30 to 3:30 PM. Please join us as we
Education, and Service Information.
place our trust in God.

Adult Enrichment

Adoration of the Eucharist: Eucharistic Adoration is held every Wednesday, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Advent Talk: Sister Regina of the Franciscan Sister at St. Timothy Church, West Hartford.
of the Eucharist will speak “Praying during the Season of Advent,” after the 9:30 AM Mass on DecemSimsbury Interfaith
ber 12, in the Parish Center.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: Bible Study
classes with Deacon Art Miller on November 29.
All classes are scheduled in the Parish Center beginning at 7:00 PM. Prior to Bible Study join us at 6:10
PM for Lectio Divina and/or 6:45 PM for Prayers
for Healing and Special Intentions.

Thanksgiving Service

This year’s Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
will be held at the Farmington Valley Synagogue, 55 Bushy Hill Road, Sunday, November 19th, at 6:00 PM. This interfaith gathering
is a wonderful way for us to join other people
of faith in our community in giving thanks to
God for all His blessings. Join Father Matera
and other Simsbury Clergy at this ecumenical
gathering of Thanksgiving.

